How to Ensure Energy
Storage Policies are
Equitable

Equitable Energy Storage
Deployment Convening
In December 2018, the Union of Concerned
Scientists convened a diverse group of stakeholders
to discuss the equitable deployment of energy
storage. The group—which included environmental
justice and grassroots organizations, policy experts,
industry, labor, consumer advocates, faith groups,
and renewable energy advocates—collectively
developed a set of consensus principles for
equitable storage deployment.
The principles—which have been signed by 26
participating organizations—are intended to help
state policymakers promote energy storage,
address the needs of disadvantaged communities,
and avoid inadvertent harm.

https://www.ucsusa.org/resources/principles-equitable-policy-design-energy-storage

https://www.ucsusa.org/resources/equitable-energy-storage

States have combined policies with mixed results
• Policies that drive storage deployment:
– Binding targets
– Financial incentives such as tax credits, rebates, grants
– Utility planning and implementation

• Ambitious policies for both clean energy and equity :
– CA: target carve-outs and dedicated funding for disadvantaged
communities
– NY: 100% carbon-free by 2040; 35% of clean energy revenue to
underserved communities

• Smaller scale efforts on storage and equity:
– MA: some programs to prioritize development (SMART)
– MD: resiliency grants, state investment tax credit

Recommendations for legislators (1)
• Design energy storage policies around specific community-centered outcomes,
prioritizing storage projects that replace fossil fuel peakers and reduce harmful
emissions, improve community resilience, lower energy bill burdens for lowincome customers, and help support community wealth generation;
• Combine different policy mechanisms to achieve stated outcomes, including
carveouts, incentives, and financing mechanisms aimed at ensuring that
underserved communities share in the benefits of storage deployment, and
ensure these policies are aligned;
• Combine storage deployment policies with ambitious targets for renewable
energy and energy efficiency and other policies to reduce emissions that drive
climate change;

Recommendations for legislators (2)
• Develop broad policies around and identify funding streams for economic
development, workforce training, and education in underserved
communities;
• Encourage the use of project labor agreements and community benefit
agreements;
• Encourage or require manufacturers to develop end-of-life recycling
programs and decommissioning protocols, especially for hazardous
materials;
• Provide guidance to regulators about considering the equity dimensions
of storage in utility planning and implementation; and
• Learn from what other states have done, especially in the context of
program design and implementation and by building on the results from
cost-benefit studies from other states, especially those that account for
benefits that are difficult to monetize, like resiliency.

Recommendations for regulators
• Require utilities to include consideration of energy storage and evaluate
equitable outcomes in their long-term plans.
• Ensure comprehensive and transparent stakeholder engagement and targeted
outreach, information, and education for underserved communities, along with
dedicated funding for community-based organizations to support such efforts,
and reduce barriers to participation;
• Ensure conformity with state and national fire safety guidance and requirements,
and ensure hiring of trained professionals for the installation and operation of
battery storage projects;
• Ensure that all consumers benefit from storage projects, emphasizing benefits to
low-income consumers and enabling community ownership of projects.
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